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In a despotism like anclent CGallilee, even a poor carpenter's kid cculd

crow up to become Jesus Christ, ....0ean ¥eclauehlin

Welcome thy neighbor to thy fsellout shelter. He'!ll come in handy 1if you
run out of food. ... McLaughllin

CWANGE OF ADDRESS: Ted White, 339 U9th. St,, Brooklyn 20, N.Y.

{What do you know; they ran him clear out of New York........

Bu; ét: Eazrzcitg Ba§ augt;:_ - —(Ersm_a; old Trish ;ir...)

"One Sunday mornin', ‘while on me way to Hass,
T met a bloody Orenge men and kllled him for his pass....”



Now this 1s more like i . Getting
out the February lssue was somewhat
hectic, one of those sessions where
nothing cooperated and I felt lousy
to boot. But the weather since nas
become warmer and wetter, which for
some strange reason is fine both
N for my sinuses and for Twilltone
paper - the static electricity on
\' |this run was practically nil ...and
\that erackling cling effect is enuf
Yto make the most ardent mimeo lover

; : tear halr. Wonder why? The Twill-
ton we get from the dealer in nderson is sure enough Twilltene, but the
reams we get from our homey little bulk dealer in Shawnee, Oklahoma, heVe
the additional virtue of , stampling on the outside of the pzckages- clew
ing you to the wire side or felt side - a pig advantage when we're run-
ning illos,
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snd n recent letter from Terry Carr inquires if I read each
and every word of every issue of this monthly catastrophe. Ve found out
long ago that buck is a lousy proofreader - and further that I'm the
type of reader what's absolutely hungup on btypoes = to me they stand out
1ike sore thumbs, So I do the proofreading. I read each and every word
on every page of every issue, and if typoes slip past, I am to blame ;
usually, when they do, I was tired or trying to do too many things at
onces, The place I worry the most 1s on addresses. — in Strange Frult and
in the letter column ~ I'm very vague on most of the addresses, and
double checking each and every one 1is impossibly time consuming. So I
gamble on them looking correct, and hoping.: And then, of course, I suf-
fer from the strangely-feminine fault of a lack of sense of humor in
word~coining, and have several times only forcibly been restreired from
correcting some deliberately mis-spelled furny.....a strange quirk for
some one fond of puns...

And then, of course, there is the old problem
after several hours of busy stencil work and then procfing, of coming
across a correctly spelled word that for some sudden reamn looks odd.
Such as "orange'., Try writing "orange! twenty or thirty consecutive
t%gﬁs.%nd it does start looking peculiar - must be somsthing wrong
Wl 1T

Dora Holland expressed her thanks for our comments in the last
issue and added that moat of the remarks anent Ralph's attack were re-
ceived seccnd hand, that few editors thought to include his closest
relative on the mailing list when penning eulogiles and after-thoughts -
a strange lapse on the part of a fandom which has occasionally cast
jaundiced eyes on fans who fail to give free copies of a fanzine for a
letter of comment, Human nature, presumably.

- Or maybe modern human na-
ture - which seems to be developing some rather lackadalsical traits.

When bev DelVleese started her new job as a copy editor and proof
reader, .we discussed some of the events and ran into an old probleii...n
a particularly glaring problem to snyone who has ever been conscientious
in the field of teaching....that modern .characteristic of ever Increas-



ing flight from responsibility - encroaching buck pessing. Bev remarked
that the young typists in the office started with a sense of responsibil
ity, a will to do well, tut weeks and months of general sloppiness and
shoulder shrugging from bosses and hizher-ups resulted in an eventual
so~what attitude, Conscientious people in the field of teaching, and
presumably medicine and several other fields, are weizghed down with =
sense of responsibility - an awsreness that what they say and do ccul:
conceivably inlfluence a life. Idesllistic? Perhaps, but 1f your eyes
are open, you can't help being impressed when a casual remark made be-
fore a younpgster in a schoolroom sends that child into a frenzy of act-
ivity, concentration, and heights of endeavor you had assumed beyond
hiMassossan effect furthsr underlined when a parent drops by and asks’
you whnat miracle you performed - that they had veen yammering at the
child for years to no effect. It can be ego-swelling - and 1t can also
be frightening. Responsibility, in a sense, is frightening. 2ut how
could one survive with the knowledge that one was shirking a job?
"They!1?
never know the difference. his is just a factory job for the governﬁ
ment - they got lotsa money." Of course, it's your money they've got,
but quite aside from that, you took the job - contract or no, you are
being paid to perform it, It's not necessary to fight c¢ity hall, cer~
tainly, dut it does seem nct too much to expect to take cave of your
own end.

After all, the satisfaction should be your own, Perhaps this
is why the teaching profession 1s less bothered by criticism from with~
out than by personal soul-searching and anelysis by peers., Every teach-
er has at sometinme or another been the target of attacly, slther in gen-
eral "Them tsachers don't know whut they're a-doing" or personal "How
come my kid don't pass, huh? ‘'Cause you ain't doing your job, thnat's
why?" This is standerd, It is part of the job of responsibility - 1f
the criticism is valid, it becomes the basis for revising technique,for
intensive self-study, for improvement. If it is not wvalid, if you are
secure in your mind that you have done the best job you are honestly
capable of, then beyond soothing the taxpayer who provides your salery
or sn explsnation to a higher-up who does not fully understand the sit-
uetion, or e rational disasgreement of polnt-of~-view with a kmowledgeaklc
eritic who simply is not in your shoes - what is necessary? It is all
too easy to shrug end say "Not my department”" - if 1% i3 your depart-
ment, and youtve done your job well, criticism dcesn't matter - and
also, it isn't nearly so frequent.

Spring has sprung, or $o they say - though in this section, the
boggy ground makes me conclude it's an underground spring they're talk-
ing about....and for =21l the members of Messish fandom, for next issue,
arnd Easter, I have a special item from George Barr, who emphatically is
not & member of M. Fandom.,,.just see what you've done, Terry Carr, JW

SUPPORT STARVING FAN ARTISTS
SEND TURPENTINZ TO INDIGENT FAN ABSTRACTIONISTS

Better yet, send $1.50 3john Trimble for SILME & PAS-TELL
222 South Gramercy Place, Los Angeles 4, Calif.



= POt o e NOTICE the price lincrease.
e | R | f_gﬁfvjnﬂhﬁ A1lso notlce that it does not
DT b o % 3 affect the o0ld regular subscrib-
lers. The fact is that, largely
due to the nefarious activitlec
of Seth Johnson, we have been
lhaving an influx of new sub-
scribers. All well and good;
I'm sure at least some of you
 will turn out to be nice peopls
and great to know, and all,
e However, the influx also has
;.% brought a few problems. First,
= gk S and iess important: From the
first of January, we have spent #75.12 on three issues of thls fanzine,
In the same length of tlme, we have recelved 211 .91 in dues and cash
contributions, plus assorted cumshaw 1n the nature of pb's, fenzines,
foretgn stamps and other ephemera. This tsn't bad at agl, actually, Qon~
sidering that the Annish always creates extra expense, and T'm not OPb-
jectingz to the outlay (I'm keeping track 80 that I can prove to Uncle
Sam, 1f necessary, that this 1is a non-profit magazine, and I'm ment ion--
ing it to show you cash customers that we aren't getting rich off you, )

There is, however, another drawback to additional subscrlbers; each
new subscriber means another copy To ruh off, collate, staple, type an
address label for, stick in an envelope and carry to the post office.
With a emall ecirculation thls 1is no drawback, but whken you slart pusgh-
ing 200 circulation each month the prospect of any additional worlk 1is
not at all cheering. Not counting stencil cutting (which takes the same
time whether we run one copy or 500) 1t tekes me one evening to type
address labels, it tekes Juanita most of a day to mimeo the issue and
1t tekes both of us another evenlng to agsemble, staple, affix stamps
-nd sddress labels. & total of probably (, hours work for me and 7 or &
for Juanita. snd while one copy, more or less, makes little dirference,
Juanlta reports that cutting 10 coples off the run (which we did this
time; from 195 down to 185) makes a 1ot of difference in the drudgery
involved. (It doesn't get to be drudgery at all, you see, until 100 or
so coples have been run. )

So, we are increseing the price and I notified a batch of trades
that they would no longer be getting every lissue. If necessary 1'll cut
out more trades; I see no particular reason why I should send out a
copy of YANDRO and receive in return a fanzine that I don't even want
to read. Some of the fanzines I've been getting aren't worth 5 minutes
extra labor on my part. For the present, T'm rriglng the price for new
readera, since they're the ones creating the a#ditional burdens, and
allowing the faithful to renew at the old rates. (If you conslder This
situatlon unfair, I recommend that you Do Something abovt it -— ilke
subgcribing to some other fanzlne instead.) I could, of course, slmply
refuse to take on any new subscribers; other fanzines have done it, But
I figure that if you really want YANDROC bsd enoupgh to pay for it, we
can send 1t to you.

KRS/ ACTX

e o

\
t

TF YOU'3T THTERESTED in reading the sort of science-fiction beling
nublished in Enpland todey, a gond source 16 ¥en Slater, Wrlte U0
B Y aat (Medway] Ltd., 75 Morfalk Btreet, Wisbech, Cambs., ENOLAND, for
a catalog. Ken will take cesh or trade for US mags and paperbacks, The

Adkins illto, page 1, maililithed courtesy George SCILtHCT Sasaes ossskol




British stf mags -~ SCIENCE FANTASY, NEW WORLDS and SCTENCE FICTION 4D~
VENTURES -- are at present the best in the world, and coples of the de-
funct NEBULA can also provide good reading. You have to watch cut for
thelr paperbacks; the good ones are mixed with stuff that 1l poorer
than enything the US ever published, bul there are a few good‘ones, >y
you know what authors to look for, And British hardcover editlons are
far chesper than US ones —- my copiles of "The Lord 0f The Rings" cost
me $9.25, including postage, as agalnst the 715 on the US edition, (And
in this case the US edition was published from the original British
plates which were shipped over here for the purpose. so all you got for
your extra 5,75 was a set of gaudler dust-jackets,)

K?n says he doesn't want fanzlnes, though (yeah, 1t crushed my hopes.
too,

AVRAM DAVIDSON sent ue e wedding ennouncement. (Well after the wed-
ding, so we had no chence of attending, but in time for us to send
presents, Humph!) &ctually, I'm nct even positive that Avrem dild gsend
it; somebody sent us this splrit duplicated thing, however.

PYRAMID BOOKS, in the person of Donald Bensen, mentions thet forth-
coming titles will be "Hars Is My Destinetion" by Frank Long, "Worlds
ot When" edited by Groff Conklin, e version of the "Queen's Own FBI®
stories from ANALOG end saye thet the compeny has "acquired a Dean
frauehlin' (do I detect an implication that now they!ve ecquired him
they don't know whet to do wlth nim?) He also feels thet Cogswell 1s
pretty respectable, for an author. T don't know; Juanlita didn't actual-
1y attend any of Ted's classes, but gshe wes on the same rether small
cempus with him last winter, and she thinks he's a nut. {4 nlce, crun-—
chy sort of nut, of course, but still....]

NOTE that there are two addresses given for Ted White in this issue;
" the one in the lettercolumn 1ls nc longer good,

I don't know; I've heard a lot of pros and cons about the artwork of
Morris Dollens, but anyone who can eit et 2 table in California and
tell me what to do to repalr my tape necorder in Indlana 1s one whale
of @ mechanic! We're metting along pretty well with the Pentron now,
One of the major problsue now 1€ getting our tape gollection properly
catzlogued; I bave sverythling iistsd, but the 1ists are on little Ditiy
pieces of paper inside the tape boxes. 50 1o f1nd out where a partieu-
lar item is, you hsve to go along opening DOXES and resding lists until
you come to it. Also, we have a few items copled on two Or more tapes,
plus stuff taped from tv shows thet we later got by the same gingers
on recorde; this sort of duplicatlon 15 Not Good. One of these days

when I have some spare time (I keep telllng mygelf....)

T HAD MY FIRST EXPERIENCE wlth gn ostecpath today. I'd dislocated
a vertebra, or somethlng, and 1t wsen't golng back in place by i1tself.
I'm not sure whether this guy sdjusted 1t properly or simply gouged 1%
slesr out with his bare hends (that's what 1t Telt like) but st gast
I oan turn my head now, snd the paln 1s subsiding, I guess they're all
right in their pleace {snd theilr plesoe geems To be Tndigne; ths woods
are full of 'emg. I dislocated the thing at work -- I'ye heard about
jobs that give you & pain in the neak, but this 1s ridiculous!

Hoping that you &re the 8ame, T remain, yr. ob't. serv't. RSC
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About 2 year ago, I experienced a prolonged hallucinstion, It worked
with me at A,C, Spark Flue for nine months —— a suspiclous circumstancs
in 1liself, It had 2 mustacine, British mennerlsms, thick glasses, and a
metal plate in 1ts head; znd it wes named Leo M, Carrol. And it worried
me, Way, of all possible hallucinations, hed my subconscious picked
this one? Had 15 years of reading stf finelly begun to penetrate?

Why should I imeglhe someone who;

1) Got his nose broken as regularly as defective clockwork, and by

such unllkely agencles as his six-month-old son?

2} Got his Jew "locked open" when he yawned or blt on toast?

3) got gis fingers ceught in desk drawer handles every two or three

ays

4) Once hed amnesia for three days, unnoticed? (Fven his wife merely

commented, when he ceme out of it, "I thought vou were sacting a
11ttle funnier than usual,") ;

%)Came visiting us one evering, sat around until sbout 10:30, then

suddenly realized he was hungry -- and, once reelizing this, re-
membered thet he had left hls supper sitting on hie kitchen table
at home?

6) Had the Sprite (a smell, tinny British car) which he had bought
in England delivered to Milwsukee via the Great Lakes, only %o
have it miss the clty entirely and go on to Chlcago? (It was
finally sent beck up by rail and dellvered to some remote un-—
loading area in the middle of a fleld south of Milwaukee. )

I mey never understend why I imagined hlm in the first place, but I
think I know why I quit. Like a sogp-operes scripter, my subccrscions
wrote 1tself into a corner., It produced a climax end hed nowhere to ¢o
from there. My subconscious had reached the limlts of 1ts idlotic in-
ventiveness and refused to continue the delusion on an enticlimectic
basis.

To illustrate the point, I'll pive you a few of the highlights of
his last week. The week he left Milwaukee for, of all places, New Hamp-
thire -- which I'm not sure existe, anywey. -

The week started off on a new hilgh; he caught his fingers in a desk

drawer handle twice in one day. The next day, the englne of his Jaguai
caught fire. He suspected foul play, but was almost arrested as a huias-—
ance when he reported 1t to the police.

A day or so later, a nolse developed as he drove to work., He stop-
ped in the company parklng lot, lifted the hnod and looked in, He slip-
ped, the hood came down on his wrist and latched. He couldn't reach the
hood release, so he was trapped there in zero weather for an hour or so
until a companhy puard happened te £find him.

His final day?%® Well, 1t started off when he squatted 8own to show
me where he nad been keeplng some material in a low flle drawer. His
pants immediately ripped at the seam. A few minutes later, his jJaw
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locked open when he yawned; and within an hour he had his fingers caught
in a drawer handle. In the afternocon, someone (with whom he had not had
the mest friendly relatlons) gave him a gift-wrapped knife as & going-
eway present. He cut his finger on 1t the instant it was unwrapped.

To finlsh things off with a glorious finale: he had loaded his
Sprite down with bargage, and had hitched it behind his Jaguar for tow-
ing. He pulled away from the curb to the accompanlment of loud huzzahs
and faretheewells. There was a granking sound, and he drove away drag-
ging a clankingly dlsembodied Sprite front bumper.

Now I ask you: would you belleve in something llike that?

MODERN FOLK SONG DEFP'T:

If you don't believe there are new folk songs belng wrltten every
day, just listen, Let me tell you about a popular record called "Susile,
ForGIVE Me!M

There's this young kid, like unto many a Folk Hero who D1d and Died
For Love. He's in this auto accident, see, that causes hls girlfriend
(1.e., lover in the older balleds) t0 become parelyzed from the walst
down, She cen walk asgein only if she has an expensive operation. The
Hero bestirs himself and gzoes out walling "Susie, forZIVE me!" Like
moet folk heroes, he is enthustastic but inept (i.e., stupid). He is
cauzht rocbbing a candy store, and the police give chase. He ends up be-
ing shot on the girlfriend's donrstep. She can hear hls chorussing
"Susle, forGIVE me!" thru the keyhole, so she momentarily forgets about
her paralysls end walks to the door. He sees this, and realizes that,
because of him, she can Welk Acain, He dles happy, ostensibly, tho he
st1ll seems 0 be suffering from some sort of gullt feellngs, checking
out bewling a final "Susle, forGI-I-IVE MEEEE."

— .——.-——_-—_-—_“—._-—~—_.———-—.-._...—__————-

"Tdes of Msrch? Didn't I wet rid of those when I changed the calendar?!

. ™ 03 Lewls Grant
""""" ,'i“‘?'“"'"'"'"'""”"""”"""”
Fonnbiie el VeIse s ay john esta -
what if
cestro converted --
or
better yet

hung one on

and sank his island
by inveding
montpeller vermoht?

undoubtedly
mrs americsa - -
--feeding her canary in Levittown--

would be far more secure
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Does the Church Of The Way worship the opener? ...Lewis CGrant
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2 A mike cleckinger

) We were all sitting around, getting sharked
up but high over Shelly Measnne's-skin-flailings,
when suddenly thle sweating fuzz buret in through
the front door, EHe was dressed in the usual Dblue
monkey suit and looked llke a queer on the make
but Beaver could tell he was really out serious
for something. All of us shut up when we saw him

make the scene and even Bongo slid away from the voice-box just as the

music shook t0 a climex and I muess kind of shook us with it, ALl of us
except the monkey-suiter, that 1s, Fuzz aint supposed to dig anything
that'll flip- them, I guess,

"What's the act, Fop?" Beaver piped up from the sofe, removing his
hand from the skinny waist of Mona with practiced easse that spolte well
of his experience wlth Her and any other chicks thst made the scene, All
Beaver would have to say is "Let's fly tonight Baby" and the chick would
dig him right off and soon they'd be tossing in the den end ell of us
would be sitting around reglly hunerily with our tongues hanging out.
and playing like we were vultures after the last scrap, Only there nev-
er was a last scrap left for us., Beaver wss llke that., Only now he was
bugred bty the fuzz end I think even the boy in blue knew 1%,

"Some fellow tried to hold up a srocery stcre down the block. Only
he chickened out at the last moment and a by-passer sald he saw him
dert in this direction." The fuzz took & long, diseusted look around
the ped and I swear his nostrils flopped up snd down., "I thought he
might be in here, Maybe one of you saw him,"

"Why Dad," Beaver bercan resl cool and cozy like, "we alnt seen no
one but no one ‘cept for the usual bunch snd up till the time you sO
impolitely trespassed into our private domiclle, we've been sitting
here swinging with the discs."

"Sure you haven't been swappins some stuff?” This questlon surpris-
ed me and I could see Besver was struck teoo. Interrupting The Sounds
wag bad enough but accusing us of pushing snd passing H was unthinkable
Regver told him so as Mons purred encouragement and pulled her sweater
more tizhtly over her jutting bust., That chick ls really stacked, and
I mean 1t. And it's all hers, and I mean that too.

"You sure you're clean?! the monkey-sulter asked,

"Search me Dad, if you don't believe me; I'm as clean ss & new born
beby sucking at its Mammy." Beaver alwavs ceme up with zingers llke
that which is one reason why we palled about with the bsstard so much.
"Say Dad," Beaver asked the fuzz earnestly, "you dlg ferry Mulligan?"’
o "Oan;t gay that I do," the fuzz, I knew he was a square, admitted,

ut....

tPete Candoli, Shorty Rogers?!" Beaver continued,

"Tehnny Mandel, The Bird?" I cut in, because I felt llke saying
something cutting to the monkey-suifer in front of the crowd "and SO
maybe EBeaver wouldn't be the only top-ace in the pad.

The sop swung around .like there was grease in his Joints and looked
straleht at me, 2oss, but nobedy ever has bugged me with thelr eyes the
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way thls fish did and I was beginning to simmer over 1%,

“What'e your name?" he shot out, just like a eannonball from a gun,

I looked to Peaver for asslistance but he was sparking up lMonas with
his left hsnd, the one that was usually kept buried in her sweater and
that made her gurgle and coo out at tlmes so he was no help. I was sol-
itary and alone before a monkey-sulted firing squad.

"You cen call me Tinker, men," I told the fuzz. If he d1d he'd be
the first one to do so,

"OK Tinlk," the cop gald, making the nsme sound unclesn and square,
"Just what are you doing here?"

"Getting a charge, man, merely a charge."

"What do you mean?" Thls guy was a real honest to hung-up-Jesus
nnsy bastard, . :

"I was letting The Sounds 1life me t1ill you came along Dad., I was

¢louded and hazy and resl hung-up, I was drifting and loose and you
were 2 goddamn slick corpuscle that had to screw up the works and re-
lease the insplration snd now we're all, every damn one of us, hung up
for kicks." ‘

I looked ta Peaver for reassursance.

"Keep swinglng, man," he muttered. It wes reassuring. I felt like
letting into this fuzz for everything he had said and everything he had
done snd all he stood for and all he would stand for and then letting
him go shove his nose 1ln that slime and saylng real gentle like: "well
you see how 1t is Dad, you see?"

"People like you don't belong in the streets," he =ald to me, very
distastefully and then turned to Beaver so he wouldn't be left out
either, So we'd been knocked by a blue monkey-sulter, So what, He prob-
ably screwed an iron gate every day Just for exerclse.

"You won't find us 1n the streets with the other garbage-ecaters,®
Beaver sald very nicely and even Mona sguealed with delight whereas us-
ually she just squealed with Reaver. He spoke very nicely then, and
told the fuzz to go bury his head beck under the dung-hesp whlch he had
crawled out of, Things like that always bug squares when someone tells
them what they're really, and I mean really, like. They don't like know-
ing it so anytime they're told they get all steamed.

"I'd better be going," the fuzz sald almost In a whisper which
sounded real strange after his former talks, He sounded very much like
all the others that had busted lnto the pad.

"You won't forget what I told you Dad, will ya?" Beaver lnquired
almost politely but that wass the way to do it and the way he always had
done it.

And I knew the monkey-sulter wouldn't & ~ N
forget 1t, elther. Not by a Jjunkle's paw e S 6{“¢¢
he wouldn't, He'd be like all the res® ﬂ{y) ,f-~/*“,@27@
of the squares who came here, Llke the /;i;é7 i S 4
other fuzz who was first, and then the \Jﬁd‘\ \ ﬂ( i /'
stuck up housewlfe znd the dellivery boy ¢ \)\~\@£;aulx\ "7\\&§E§D
snd the half-dozen others who ot told / {i | Y

of f by us, He'd think about what we 57
said and wonder if the cesspool of s
1life would really drag hlm under as -~ -~
it did so many others. Maybe he'd ~.<If
tell his friends end others would
start thluking that way andé soon .
lots and lots of snow-bright sguares
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would get hip to The “ay.

After the fuzz hsd left we played it cool for & few minutes just in
case he came snooping. Then “easver got up, stretched hls arms, and
smiled real tender, He smlled st a bearded fellow ln the back,

"Nice going Orble, this fuzz wes fine. A bit rough around the edges
‘but then thev all are. We'll need another one though, some blue-cozt
wao's got a little more sense than our former friend., CK, sound off,
wnose turn is it next?”

"I'm hot now Daddy, let me make the c-nnectlon,! Justln sald,

"Stow it 3oss," T cut in resl mean like, "you flshed three days ago.
Tipe points to me," I turned to Beaver., "I'll find some’cat with a high
class mind that can dig like a shovel," I promised him.

Wake 1t sweet, Dad," he smiled in anticipation, "make it swift and
sweet." T smiled too and I guess everyone else did when they saw Beaver
and me pleased. Well, like hell, there's some things you just got to be
proud avout, ' L
They dropped = bomb so big you couldn't tell Eurasia from a hole in the
zround., e.....ewls Grant
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JEHHIU MH—-W — DAVE HULAN-

Pebbles of space, the asterolds,

Fome of riches and home of death;

Drifting free in a circling strean,

They wake your greed and they steal your breath.

Strange is the breed who reaps their fruit,
Shunning Earth aznd the haunts of men;

What 18 the motlve that drives them out

To meke a stake and return agaln?

What 18 the wealth these misfits seek,
Braving space in thelr scarred-hulled ships?
Many have wealth to f1ll their needs,

And end the peril of asterold trips,

Strailt is the way of the plaret-bound;

Here is the love of the rock-rat's life!

Ho neighbors, strictures, or blue-clad law --
But man and space, and eternsl sirife.

Softly whispering winds of space,

Sing the song of the Astercid Men!
Gather their souls in your cold embraceg,
Keep them ever from human ken,

Ts a laser that emits ultraviolet an ulser? In that case, a laser that
emits goemma reys must be a gaser. If it usea a crystal 1t must e a
crystal gaser, ' s s bewWls Grant




[RANGE FRUIT—

Lupoff requested revlews for XERO by April 1 (a suspicious-sounding
date, if you ask me), so if your zine 1sn't revliewed here, 1t will
probably get a mention ln the next XERO, A couple of exceptlons are

TUPEFYING STORIES #55, from Dick Eney, which was marked "not for re-
view" and SKYRACK #41, from Ron Bennett, who glves me enough trouble
about getting the thing, without giving him free reviews.

AXE #22, 2% (Larry Shew, 16 frant Place, Staten Island 6, N.¥Y, - bi-
weekly — 10¢, or 26 for ®2) Worth 1it, too. ALl the latest fan news —-
keep up to date on lawsuits, feuds, and the latest Worthy Causes which
will be after your money. 411 well’read fans get AXE, Ratingeesas?

AD ASTRA #5 (Ed Bryant, Route 2, Whestlend, "yoming - irregular -~ 15¢)
Except for the short letter column this could be shown as an example
of the "typical" fanzine; lt's certainly as typical as anythlng cculd
be in fandom, Reproauction is possibly & bit better than the norm, tho
average fanzine leglbllity has cllmbed a lot in the past few yeqrs
There is a good Jonn Berry article (no fanzine could be called typlcal
urless it contalns a Berry item) a story with an ending you can spot
halfway through, varlous other artlcles, a poetry sectlon, fahzlne re-
views end book revliews, on edltoriel and a truncated letter column,
Nothing outstanding, but gverything ls qulte readable. Especlally rec-
ommended to newer fans, since the esaterlic fannls h terms are deliber-
ately kept o a minimum, Ratingesaa.6

UIAFAN #6,(Michael Kurman, 231 SW 51 Court, Mlami 4&, Florida - quart-
erly - 15¢) Another typical ong, from the movlie column (I forget to
mention that AD ASTRA has s movie column, too) thru the telegraphic
fiction to the variety of articles 1nclua1ng one on mescaline A long
er lettercolumn, too, It len't at all bad, but there 1lsn't mach I can
say about 1it, gOOd or bad. Ratingas....5H

KIPPLE #22 (Ted Psuls, 14L& Meridene Drive, Beltimore 12, Maryland -
monthly ~ 15¢) This 18 the controversilsl one not only do I write let-
ters of comment, but Juenlta alco writes them; an almost - unheard-of act,
The mag is devoted to discussion, wlth topics ranging from art movies
to pnlitics to rock'n-roll to fallout to science- fiction, It is Uncon-
ditionally Recommended, Ratingeesss8

SCIENCE-FICTICYM TIUES #378 and 379 showed up; if anyone wants to know
how to get the mag, write and T!'11 tell you, Same with KENACE OF THE
LASFS #28 (I'1l gilve you boys a review next time, but I get tired of
saylng the same 0ld things about the mag every month.) CANDY F SPECIAL
(Bo Stenfore, BylglavBgen 3, DJjursholm, Sweden) 1s only for trades, ac-
cording to Bo but if you like drewlngs of pretty girls, keep an eye
out for a copv (this could. turn out to be the biggest fanzine rerity
sinece WHN KILLED SCIENCE FICTTON?)., The fictlon, by Deckinger and John
Baxter, 1s nothing extra, but it fits in wlth the illustrative forma¥.
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ALAN BURNS

Cne of the troubles with
the world todgy ls the obses~
“gion with death. People are
pretty well scared of it; if |
theyv weren't then there would
not be the ban-the-bomb marches
and meetings, the outcry about
death on the roads and life in-
surance would take a dive. My
- own ¢pinicon 1s thet there 1is a
B 33G - need for some drastic rethink-
ing abcut the whole subject. When you welgh 1% up there are more abomin-
sble practices brought about by this wrong attitude to deeth thah almost
anythirg else. | , ' - - '

Let us stert with a besic premise. Death, as fer as we know , Seems
to be inevitable. This does not exclude the possibility thet research
into gerliatrics will bring lmmortelity, but even so the sdvantages
would not outweigh the dlsadvantages, chief nf which 1is dlscnntent with
change. Ye none of us like change — indeed a primary symptom of most
forms of Insanlty would seem to be an cbsession for change; change of
furniture, change of position, change of post, etc. —~- snd the older we
zet, the less we like change. But Deeth 1s eesentially a change and that
is the sum total of it, - ‘ .

So far, there is no proof positive that there 1s life after death,
and the probabllity thet there ls life as a personallty ls so remote as
to be improbable, Fersornallty relies a 1ot on physical shape, Indeed
tnat is the justification for the Itallan fifteenth century art of the
improvisatorl; they cast a man for the part for which he was designed,
The thought that a huge end powerful men would behave the same as an
ethereal body is lesughable, Rather unfortunzately the spirltuslists be-
lieve this, and they get credible people to belleve it also. As a The-
osophist T won't make any comment 28 to what we belleve, save to say
that we try to keep our feet on the ground of as much seientific proof-
28 possible. d . '

Medical science hes done.a tremendous amount of investigstlion to
prevent death, but digeging through medical texts will not produce very
much in the way of the actual mechanics of death. Of course 1If you sever
s main bloodvessal and drain the body of bleood, desth will occur.. Sure,
the blood conveys oxyeen, the cells need oxygen, they can't get 1t so
they die; but after all, you teke a car, it runs out of petrol so it
stops, you put in petrol and away 1t goes., But not so the animal life,
or plant life. You sever something cor stop something, and an lrrevers-
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ible (or avparently irreversible) process occurs. Now just nobody has
produced any good reason as to why thils should be, and yet the death of
a body 1s by nn means the ending of life; corruption takes place and the
elements of the body are reabsorbed into the earth, Even the scatftering
of the ashes after-cremation returns the elements of the body. to the
earth and atmosphers.

Of course there is the 0ld c¢liché’of the divine economy to deal with
the matter of death, After all, if nobody died the earth would soon be
blocked s0lid with people and plants and animals, so accordingly death
1s a necessity. So why worry about 1t? Life 1nsurance plays on the fears
that when someone dles thelr loved ones may be left destitute. In a
sense these companles are saying that love extends beyond the grave.
It's a possibility, but again this presupposes the personality survival,
which is completely unlikely. - : 41

In view of all this, we might as well enjoy ourselves as best we
can, and 1f we want to leeve scmething for those that follow we can
leave good works, kind words, and beauty. Mark this well, these -are all
spirltual things, of much greater worth than mere possessions. Ever a
fanac memory can be left, as in the case of Bob Brandorf, e memory of
good fellowship that will long survive in fandom.

Ed, note: This article was written some time ago; today we may zadd the
memories of Doc Weir and Ralph Eollgnd to that of Brandorf,
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There 1s no God but Mammon, and 6% is his profit. .. ..Lewls Grant
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A pecent non-stf purchase was "Count Luckner, The Sea Devil" by Lowell
Thomas. & fascinating book; at least partly because I hadn't. realized
that there were so many salling shipe astill operating during %World “ar
I. The idea of the Germans actually using a former American clipper ship
as & commerce raider in 1917 seems fantgstic - , :

in thls era of machinery, Cf course, a third
of the book is .devoted to von Luckner's
gdventures in earlier days on salllng and
steamshlps; interesting if you care for P
that sort of thing, and I do. This in- _«BF¥
spired me to go ahead and read "With <@ESE:
Lawrence In Aravia" by Thomas. T =~
didn't like it as well; the mixture of -
tilography, military history and travel | g
in exotic lands wae toc brosd for any

of 1t to be covered adequately. X
"The Sixth Man", Jess Stearn's highly %
publicized survey of homosexuallty, 1ls
out in' a 60¢ Mascfadden book,'I haven't
read It yet, but Juanlita enjoyed 1it,

I was a bit disappointed in Lester del
Rey's "The Eleventh Commandment". The
ending seemed awfully weak. I suppose 1t
could be Jjust that I disagreed with 1t,
but I got the impression that del Rey<dNami:y
had ignored the answers to the questions
he asked earller, in favor of a gimmick.
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RO% EBERT, 410 E, Washington, Urbana, Illinois - Regarding "Night Ride'
-- which, I see did not recelve an exactly warm welcome -—- I must admit
I have mixed feelings myself. Of course. there IS a meaning 1o 1t, des-
pite Terry Carr'e opinion, but that isn't the point. There seems to be
some sort of bullt-in resistance among meny readers, stf fen included,
agalnat stories which do not move inexorably from beglnning to end,with
character and plot laid down like bricks and the meaning of the story
holding everything together like mortar. I belleve that all reallty,
everything that happens, cannot be expressed in a conventlonal.story,

To make this a 1ittle clearer, let me say that "Night Ride" was
aimply a story sbout an sllen who found himself on a carnival midway. A
gecondary subject might have been the lnstinctive hatred which the hu-
mans felt for him, and also their greed, which caused them to stop for
the coins instead of giving immediate chase. I slao wanted to show how
an alien mentallty might react fo a carnival, how utterly mad it would
seem to be, and how he might be driven to a frenzied escape. In the
closing passage, of course, he leaps 1ln fright to the steel grm of a
large carnival ride, which twists him screaming through the alr and 1is
finelly stopped so suddenly thet he 1s torn off and thrown high into
the sir at the very instant when his personal teleporter would have re-
noved him from the scene,

So. That's what the astory said. I will mdmit thet the story is noil
well done; I think Sturgeon in particular could have taken an ldea like
thet and made a great desl more out of it. But the meaning 1s there,l
think, and it is wrltten ae well as I could write it. It would have
been possible for me to use a more normal polnt of view, Instead of
trying to gat inside the allen's mind, snd 1t could have then been a
much more understandable story. But the element of confusion and fear
which I wanted to describe would have been missing. ‘

Both of these points of view have thelr uses, I choss the gecond,
and perhaps it was a little tooO difficult & challenge for me. I do not
agree with the reader wh» said “Any story in which the reader muset
etruggle to Tigure out what's golng on 1s, by my dictum, crud." This
18 not a eriticism of the story, 1t 1s a rejection of 1%, Among stf
writers, Sturgeon and Bradbury, and sometimes Bester, eeem to wrlte
very effective storles which requlre quite a bit of a struggle. On the
other hand, all the stories 1n IMAGINATTON were quite understandsble ~-~
and quite meaningless.

/Not being able to figure out the description of the physical actlons
In a story 18 not qulte the same as having to work tc understand the
meaning of the story. "Night Ride" was closer to Hubbard's "Fear",
Ward Moore's "Transient®™ or "The Summons" by Don Evans than 1t 1s to
anything I've read by Sturgedn or Bradbury (though Bester is at times
s trifle incomprehensible). In any event, I agree that simplicity 1s
not the ldeal way to Judge a story. ~ RSC/

MIKE McINERNEY, #1 Ivy Drive, Meriden, Cennecticut - Ella Parker: You
are correct that some one who didn't reed any sf would not be a stf
fan. He's be a "fandom fan" and should be referred 1o ae such, 1'd con-
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slder such a person as a leglitimate fan 0f a lower order than a stfan,
but such a person certalnly is a part of fandom, From comments made by
some WKF I'd say there may be more of them sround than mest fen suspect.
/Or in other words, they're all rlght in theilr place, but.... Actually,
I've encountered very few fans who don't read and enjoy stf, or at
leest who did not at one tlme reed and enjoy it; some of them stay in
fandom after the stf enchantment has worn off, A lot of them may prefer
to discuss other toplcs, but then enyone who restricts his conversation
to a single topic 1s penerally regarded as a bore, anyway. RSG/

JUNIATA - BONIFAS, 1913 Hopi Road, Senta Fe, New Mexico - T didn't have
many comments to make on #108 anyway. T dldn't care for the Scithers
story; don't you get tired of storles in which you just know the wishes
will be vsed in vain? In DeWeese's column, when he refers to some well-
known films by initlsls, I can recoghlze DM ags "Destination Moon", but
not DTESS, I. thought Senor Pessina should eset recognition for reallzing
that Starship Troopers was set 6000 years after the beginning of civili-
zation; the blurb-writer for the Slgnet edition apparently thinks Sargon
the Great belongs in the 20th century, for he places the story "five
thousand years in the future". As for Ted White and what's right with
the world, I thought Poul Anderson answered that pretty well in the last
HABAKKUK,

Speaking of catalogs, as you are in the current Rumbllngs, the Ed-
mund Sclentific Company catalog is full of typos and mistakes, but none
sc colorful as those plugs for guns,

Lewls frant's article on the World Calendar was Interesting. Were
all the other countries reallv ready to adopt 1t? The other day I read
an Esperantist's description of the hassle at Montevideo over the O0AS'
(I don't mean "Secret Army Organization™) glving some kind of endorse-
ment to Esperanto, and 1t didn't sound as if the statesmen cared much
about such reforms, though they finally adopted some kind of recognition
for 1t. And then there's the duodecimal system; read the literature of
the Duodecimal Society, end you wish that computers had a natural affin-
ity for this instead of the blnary system —- probably nothing else
could break the decimal system's hold on us. There's an ldea: an elight-
sided crystal happens to be just the thing for computers, one face for
input and one for output, the other six for numbers -- but I can't get
a story out of it. ‘ ,

/I still read mystery storles .on occaslon, even though I know that the
murderer is going to be caught -- 1t depends on whether I find the
characters interesting and whether the suthor's previous solutions have
been entertaining (even though expected). DTESS - "Day The Earth Stood
St111" (still the best sclence flction movie ever filmed). The blurb-
writer for the British pb edivion of Troopere also called 1t "five
thousand years . in the future", I'm quite happy with the decimal system,
myself; our trouble isn't that it has a "hold" on vs as-much as 1t 1is
that we try. to comblne 1t.with remnants of what appears to be an an-
cient duodecimal system, with dozens, halves, ouarters, thirds, ete. If
we stuck to the decimal system and llsted everything 1n decimal instead
of Ycommon" fractions, there'd be no problem at all. RSC/

TED-WHITE, 107 Christopher St., New York 14 N.Y, - Response on the law-
suit question has interested me, In a letter to Larry Shaw, Alma Hill
says that Sa¥ is not feuding with me, he's "trying to stop crime". She
also thinks Dick ELupoff should be sued by Moskowitz for “criminal lis
bel", In AXE Archie Mercer wonders why people jump on SaM when I am the




Mﬁ_ . real low down

: villain.,
: - Sometimer I
\ _ - wonder, myself,
] You say {in re-

ply to Seth
Johnson, whom
I'11 get to in a
minute), "I sus-
pect Chris' flne
hand behind the
lawsuit; surely
SaM knew what
the fannish re-
action would be,"
and "Moskowitz
hes no vealid de-
fense for his
actions." All of
you are over-
looking the fact
that indeed it
wm Christine who
TR as threatened
e me with suit
(and may yet
push one thru),
and that SaM has
- iR . (a8 yet) made no

AR FRr S public stmnd on
the case. I suspect Christine thinks the Dietzes and Raybln cams Through
their sult with enhanced prestige, so I don't know how much that sffalr
would've influenced her.

Now of course one presumes H5aM hae taken a private stand, snd inas-
muich as he was a very aotive participent in the pre-sult "tactlessness"
it i8 logical to sssume he stands with Christine on the matter.

Before this entire affalr had begun, I hazarded a private theory
that Christine wae needling BaM about nwm fan contacts, I based this on
ner statemente that she disliked having fanzineg lying around the house
where her friends mlight ese them, as well es on many of her privately
and publicly expressed opinlons of fans, fan organlzations, and fandom,
I thoupht perhaps SaM's rashnesk at the Seacnn was an outgrowth of a
defenslve Teellng forced upon him when he was astually himeelf dissatis-
fied with current-dsy fendom, In general, I was inclined to give 8aM the
benefit of the doubt and assume that most of the nastiness he has lately
\rdulged in was the product of goading mnd pressure from Christine.

However, I suspect I have been too charitable, I was told by an eye—
witness that at a recent ESFA megting Christine clailmed SeM had suggest—
ed the idea of s sult to her, and B8aM's reported subsecuent actions
(malicious slander, which wouldn't do him any good If hls wife do0es go
te court) lncluding hls latest -- egeing others with private pesves
against me To sue me -- pretty well rule out Sali's lack of involvement
in the affalr,

Now then, es %o my tactlessness, or lack thereof, as brought up by
Seth Johngon: It was never my undeprstanding that a lack of tact made

bR TR o Jpsteet
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one open to sult, I presume Seth is referring to the gentle rilbbing he
gets in VOID -- ribbing which ususlly conslsts of simply. printing his
letters intact, But qulte certeinly I can't deny the charge of tactless-
ness. I am often tactless. Sometimes inadvertantly, sometlmes qulite de-.
liberately. On the .other hand, s0 ere many others ln what Beth so
quaintly calle "fangdom". For instence, Ron Bennett, 1n the latest SKY-
RACK, reacte wlth a rather surprising lack of tact to FPete's editorial
in VOID #27. (I think he wes extreme in his reaction, but I don't plan
to sue him,) You, Buck, were rether tactless in your review of VOID #07,
too, although in g dilfferent respect. Had you resd The editorials you
might have encountered one of us "saylng something" -- because we did,
But no, I have ne plang to sue you yet, elther., You're safe,

Tactless? We all are,: including Seth Johnson., It's demned hard to
avold without. simply shutting up tight like a clam.

Yhat bothers me, though, 1s the relative thin-skinnednees of some
present-day fens, These fans are quite willlng to dish it out, but ut-
terly incapable of shruegging off the. O S e -
Inevitatle reactions znd replies., Touch
them and they scream, One of the things .
I like about you, Buck, is that while I
cen {(and do) disagree with you over
specific points, often to the peint
where nelther of us respects the
other's position, it has never 3
brought us any undying enmity, and /77
indeed I like to think thet such  // /
conflicts aslée ve get along pretty, .
well —- for such tactless guys. :

A careful examinatlion of the |
record will show that my female |
npponent has -a three or four year
record in fandom of nearly un-
parelleled tactlessness and R
thoughtlessness., I suggest that .4
those who feel like making val- N
ue judgments in this current
effalr dc so onliy after thor-
oughly famlliarizing themselves
with the context of the dispute,
and its origins, Ckay?

I'm surprised to see you,
Buck, meking the reply you do
to my letter, Now, it wasn't im~
mediately obvlious to ycur readers,
perhaps, :but you yourself read my
plece in LIGETHOUSE about regpon-
sibllity to society, and I think you
may have noted that I clearly stated
I was quite dependent upon modern so-
clety. I have ndt made any attempt toO
divorce myself from sceiety. I am a
reglstered voter, T've signed up for
lury duty (and Sylvia has done hers
already thls year), and I Write Letters .
to Authorities, all the way from congress-

1
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men to record companies, agltating for programs that I'm in favor of,

T sald, in the letter you printed, "I don't clailm that's my way of
thinking, but i1t is a valid one." You should!ve observed that admonit-
ion; I am advancing & point of view in the letter with which I can find
no flew, personally, and which I've heerd volced, elther 1in pert or 1in
whole, on many sides, right end left wing. I advanced the philosophy 1in
enswer to Callkins, It is not my own, at least not totally, and I don't
care to have my own performance evaluated by it. This 1ls a calm, ra-
tional discussion, 1sn't 1t?

/Well......Actuslly, while I did a bit of gemcarring in regard to your
dlsclalmer of personal agreement with the philosophy, I simply did not
recall your LIGHTHOUSE article. Oh, I read,lt, but good heavens, man,
that was 3 months back! (Or maybe even farther; I never have got around
to looking 1t up,) OK, let's say that the point of view expressed in
.your letter is one which I have never heard expressed by asnyone who had
mede a serious effort to dissssoclate themselves from the socliety they
profess to disglike, If 1t wes mede by such a person, I would respect 1%;
I do not respect it comlng from the people I've heard it from.

Everybody may be tactless occasionzlly, but a tactless individual 1s
one who seldom if ever bothers to be tectful, There aren't too many fans
in that category; you, me, Pete frgham, %em Carr, Georse Willick, Bob |
Jennings, maybe a few others. (I don't include either of the Moskowitzer
because I've seldom encountered them firsthand, so I don't really know,)

T suppose the thin-skinnedness 1e a result of Ainsecurlty, Obviously
Christine feels that her professional reputation 1s 80 fraglle that 1t
could be damaged by what you said sbout her; otherwise there would be
no reason for the lawsult. She could even be right; I wouldn't know.

You and I have enough confidence 1n ourselves not to be bothered by
what the other one says, but we seem to be exceptlons; Americans as a
whole don't seem overly endowed with self-confldence these days.

T wouldn't call some of the comments in VOID sgbout Seth "gentle
ribbing". : RSC/

ALAN DODD, 77 Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts., England - I played the
tape on Friday evening and it sounds Just fine on the new Pentron mach-
ine. Sounds rather like a medical term don't you think? Or sclence fic-
tional -- "Hand me the Pentron energy blaster", sald Crash Carew, his
lean face growlng grim....

Don't suppose you resd of the recent terrible crime of an attempt-
ed robbery of an armoured car here? Not that the robbery was the crime
-- the erime was that the guard of the ecar actually had the dastardly
ef frontery to shoot one of the robbers!! Actually wounded him. S50 what
nappens? The police want to take away all the flrearms certificates of
the currency gusrds; they want to stop all guards carrylna guns because
they fear that this wlll provoke criminals lnto carrying guns,. apd then
that'll mean they —- the pollce -- mlrht have to carry guns and they
don't went to 4o that, most of them have never seen a gun.

Tneldentally do you know anyone who understands elther (a) the ed-
1tortals (b) the letter column of AVALOG —- I'm beginning to think 1t's
me. But what the heck have warring tribesmen, Colonial policies and
the Civili Wer in editorials ecot to do with science or filction I'd llke
to know? and if I ever read any more psl stories where the "hero" puts
a TX 1ift on the villain's heart I shall SCREAM! Everytime I get indl-
gestlon nowadays I think someone 1 putting a TK 1ift on me somewhere.

Bob Tucker's column with your discussion of a suitable currency af-
ter & nuclear war was immensely interesting and something that has not
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been gone into before I'm certain., You have a deflnlte point - cart-
ridges, Howzver -- what do you do in a socliety where you canrot buy a
bullet unless you have a flrearms certlficate. and an ammunition book
vhich gre 1ssued by the pollce only in exceptional circumstances? I
couldn't buy a bullet Af I tried snd finding a shop thet sells them 1is
like finding candlelights shining throigh the sycamores iln Wabash. “hat
then do I use for currency? I thought about 1t and I decided the. alter-
native is knives. I have a pretty good collection of them myself --
knives have always had values and that's what I'm stocking up on,
JY¥r., Dodd, meet Mr. Schultz....../ T

There is annther point about seeing the names of Bok Tucker, Avram
Davidson etc, in YANDRO - tell me, when you read a book by someone you

know -— are you always convinced it's reel? When you read Tucker's storv
oF the horrors efter the war, can you really be part of the story like
you are with other writers —-- or do you think, well, this is Jjust e lot

of words written by an 01d frlend, or this ie dear 0ld Bob's work, or
isn't this clever, or isn't this unrealistlc? How can you be convinced
by the realism of a story, when you know the author himself has got
nothlng to. do with the kind of events thet happen in the story? If' the
author is a stranger you cen believe more easily in the events that
heppen -- buft when you know the author, how can you be convinced on so
many subjects when you xnow that it's just a serles of words he creat-
ed? Do you think knowing. an authnr lessens the reallsm of any story he
may write?

/I could be.snide and sy that Tucker, ete., sren't very convincing 0
begin with,..but I won't. Actually, I don't notlce any difference with
fiction by Hensley, Cogswell, Davidson, Robert Abernathy, Bradley, or
the suthors I know less well, such as De Camp, Silverberg, Bulmer, etc.
Tucker's use of fan names provides bumor which is unconnected with the
plot and I suppose might be distracting, but then he does it mostly in
space operas which don't have to be realistlc to be enjoyable, Other-
wise I don't think about Tucker while I'm reeding one of hls stories
anymore than I think sbout Heilnlein when I'm resding hls etuff. I think
about the authors afterwerd. The one author whose fiction 18 unconvinc-
ing (and unreadable] at least partly because I know him personally is .
Harlan Ellison. I've heard him spout off too often; he can no longer
convince me of anything, spoken or written, and that's because what
I've road by him hae been in the same exsct bombastlc style he uses at
convention parties; I can't help thinking of hHim while I'm reading. (Of
course, I doubt that I'd think very highly of hils writing 1f I'd never
met him at all, but knowing hlm does detract from his work.) RSC/

Pvt., JOE SARNO, RA16712311, Box No. 1041, Hqs. % Hgs. Co., Yukon Com-
mand, &PO 731, Seattle, Washington - I remember dlsagreeing viclently
with Campbell when he made his little speech. I don't remember my aclt-
ual thoughts now, but I think that free will, and cholge of the author
had something to do with it. And thegt the storles are different today.
That the changes in the country (the U.S. ss a whole] has something to
do with the changes in SF. Flck up & few Latin Amerlcan megazines
someday, not necessarily SF elther; 1f they don't remind you of the
type of magazines published in the U.B. back between 1920 end 1940 I'il
eat them. :

Appreclated Boggs' satire. "Playboy..." wae interesting,

DONALD FRANSON, 6543 Bsbcock Ave., No, Hollywood, Calif. - Interesting
article on the World Calendsr, Stf did mention calendar reform -- 1n
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JWCampbell's 1930 "Pirac% Preferred" (the magazine version). "His vaca-
tlon besan the first of Sol, and as this was the last of June..." Sol
was the proposed name for the extra month in the 13-month calendar, be-~
tween June and July. Of course the "modernized” book version of 1953
changed Sol to July. T once worked out a Martian calendar for a story
which is still unfilnished. The Martien year 1s twlce as long as ours
while the day is nearly the same. Other Martian calendars always had 12
Jooong months; I made it 24 normal-sized ones. Hard to remember thelr
names? Mot if alphabetical and named after gods; Apollo, Bacchus, etc.
It'11l be years before the story is in print if ever. T want my egoboo
now, . ..

G4RY DEINDORFER, 11 De Cou Drive, Morrisville, Pa. - I llked the Adkins
cover —- which means, I think, that I am finally getting used to Adkins
and his Steely Young Men. As for the ninth annish overall, 1t was the
bhest issue of YANDRO you have published since I have begun getting them
again, in my fantastically humble opinion, The only soll on the vislon
was the Ed Wood plece., Along about now I am ready to say to Ed Wood,
with desperation in my tones, "Yes, Ed, you and your fifteen YANDRO re-
buttals and your graphs have proved your goddamn point. Now will you
please go back to doing news Items for SCIENCE FICTION TIMES?" I mean,
I have had enough of Ed Wood to do me for the rest of my life, thank
you.

I note that Redd used the name Dikran Tokrasillo in hls piece, This,
1f you remember, is the name he mentioned in DISCORD #lU as having come
to him 1n a dream, I thought that he would unload 1t somewhere. Crafty
fellow, that Boggs, _

T wap bemused to note that quite evidently John W, Campbell, Jr.,
talks the way he writes., Gads, I might have known. Incldentally, Scott
Nellson recently told me that every time he hears the name of John W,
Campbell, Junlor, he gets thls mental image of =a middle aged, crew cut-—
ted man sitting on the floor playing with an erector set and drooling
with glee. Rather apt, I think,

"Nonce word: a word formed and used for one occaslon." "Nonce: the
one, particular, or present (ocecasion, use or purpose)." Damn, who but
Bob Tucker could be cleverly sneaky enough to write one whole install-
ment of a column around this? My open-mouthed awe for Bob Tucker has
increased still more as a result of this column. The temerity of the
man; obviously only he could get away with so filling up two pages.

I am olad to see Ted White doing Walling Walls agaln. Criticlism
has always been the area wherein he writes the best, both Jazz and
sclence fiction, /And people? RSC/ I hope I am correct in inferring
from Ted's closing paragraph that there will be more Wgiling Walls for
VANDRO. Am I? /Got one for the next issue, in fact. RSC/

You have a very good letter column this time around, notable for
top letters from Tackett, Carr, and White. I was particularly glad to
read the Carr letter,

I dug Pessina's "STARSHIP TROOPERS, the book that makes you asham-
ed of belng a civilian." I don't agree with 1ts sentimente at all, but
his quote has a nice sort of a ring to 1t.

T must sympathl ze with Jane Smith...or perhaps I should make that
"Jane Smith", having a rather good idea just who she really 1ls. And
having that idea, ¥ must say that I am very plad that she was able %o
become the valuable human beling she 1s.

If you and Juanita want to have an unparalleled muslcal experlence,
T sucgest you get hold of Works of Lill Boulanger, Everest 5059, and




listen to the last plece on the record, "Fie Jesu", This is the most

profound, "the most beautiful, snd yet by far  the most frichtening mus-
icel creation I have ever heard. : \

ROBERT E. BRINEY, 319 Beacon 8t., Apt. 10, Boston 16, }ass. ~ Recently
borrowed Foul' Anderson's two mystery novels from Sid Colemsn, and.read
them bcth in one evening, with much enjoyment. Also read Jack Vanee's
mystery novel THE MAN II' THE CAGE (borrowed from the same source), with
virtuelly ho enjoymert at gll, Pfui, He should stick to sf,
Also resd del Rey's THE SLEVENTE COMMANDMENT.. Found it fairly en-
Joyable (=Ad quite good in spots) until the ending. That spciled the
whole -book, Sid.was 8o upset by the ending that he felt lmpelled to
call me up and screan when he finlshed the bock {(at somewhat after mid—
right, a few days agbe..) :
/S0 two of the Terrltls Three agree-on the del Rey opus. DelWeese? I
suspected that thls sort of ending was coming--- he was playlhg 1t so
strong that there almost had e the glmmlck of a reasonable exp%anation
for everything a% the end. Cnly trouble being that I can't see that the
one he gave was reasonable —- or thet 1t explalned anything, for that
matter.,  3SC/ : ' .l =
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DICK LUFOFF, 210 E. 73rd. S5t,, New York 21, N.Y. - The item gbout mov-
1es and the Fantasy Film Club didn't seem to erouse much excltement, but
then T didn't think it would. The most interesting response was Seth
Johnson's wterein he complelns that I didn't glve information on how to
contact the group. I suppose he could Just write me a letter and ask...

...but frankly the club 1s nof recrulting. On the contrary, our
problems are more often on the order of, Where are we golng to pub
these people? Every plece of Zurnlture thet can possibly support a hum-
en derriere 18 being sat upon, every square foot of floor 8space from
which the screen 1s visible is beingr sst upon, aznd we still have four
more members to seat.

A simllar group called the Modern Film Socliety 1s run by Fred Von
Bernewitz, a fringe-fan you may have heard of. The soclety does not re-
strict itself to imaginative stuff, but they do show a good percentage
of A%. : - £
" Lilked your annish immensely, Wood's theory is. most interesting,and
the Chicon will indeed prove a test of his theory, The strange thing,
to me, is that Wood seems like such a sensible, calm and reasongble
individual in persen, Then ln prilnt he comes on such s complete fugg-~
head. Not that his basic thesis is 8n far out, On the contrary, about
all he's saying, really, 1s that without the prozines to recruit for
fandom, fandem 1s.likely to lose members more repidly than 1t can re-
cruit for itself. You can agree or dlsagree with him (it happens that
I agree) but either way, 1t's not an unreessonsble vosltion to maintaln,
But how Re rants and raves!

/Okey: 1s the Modern Film Soclety recruiting? You keep leaving out
these little points,.... Incidentally, I trust that nobody took my
theory on convention sizes to heart. I don't even belleve it myself,
but 1t was a handy method-of indieating that any old theory can be made
to loock:'valid by.the methods Ed used, .- R8¢/ . : '

DERFK NELSON, .18 Granard Blvd., Scarboro, Cnt., Cenada - Say, wasn't
that Cult 1llo in color? Whst's wrong, yru cheap? /You catch on quick,/
I'm Iintrigued by this srgument over the desth of selence flction,
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how fandom hae turned from the true faith, and how to get new readers
and members, Seriously, does it really matter? If a person is going %o
read stf he is going to read 1t, fandom or no fandom, prozine& or no
prozines. As for pon-stf fans, well, it's a blg world and maybe fandonm
is evolving (shades of JWC Jr!) and that's where the new generatlon 1s
coming from., (I don't mean mine, or the next maybe, but doesn't it seem,
from what I can gather of fandom's rather wild and tattered history,
that more and more non-stf fans are entering sll the time? I stand will-
ing to be corrected, if proved wrong.)

This talk about starting over after an H-war and some things are
worth more, etc,, is for the birds,

The destruction, in any full-scale war, would be so great the count
ry would come apart at the seams, Llke say a bomb hits your city in the
middle of winter (the obvious time for assault); what happens? %ou 81T
in your shelter and freeze to death, 1if you've got & shelter., Or 1f you
don't freeze, what do you eat when you come out? The comnunications sys-
tem wonld be a wreck, even if there are food dumps hidden away, getting
supplies rolling would be near impossible,

As for the countryside, if you escape fallout you'll be in dan%er
from any roaming band of clty-folk or even army degerters or anything
similar. And how many farms have enough food stored for the winter?

No one would use cartridges for money; they'd be too valuable. Be-
sides, what could you buy? Food? Some hope; the other guy wants to eat
llke you, :

/If a bomb hits your city you won't need to worry about survival; unlsss
you have a blast shelter you've had 1%, and anyone with enough money TO
build a workable blast shelter can also afford to stockplle food and
fuel to last several years. Any small clty which only has to worry
about fallout will have food and fuel for a few days; after the first
day the smart ones will be 1n the country, anyway. As for the farmers;
why store food when you have those “roaming bands of city-folk™ to plek
from? meat on the hoof, like, The more squeamish (1f there are any left)
san f£ind something to live off of in the couniry; animals, gralh sgtored
for animals —— some may be contaminated, but it all won't De. RSC/
o To Jane Smith and Walt Breen and everybody; I think most

%) © people experlence parental trouble when they're young, but
A T doubt many realize, till they're at least 10 or 12, any
g~ difference in the way they're treated and the way others

.. Aare treated. For the male, when 17 or 18 there 1ls no
' ““Parrier to him leaving home; for a girl, if she's had
\hany training, there 1g always secretariel work or
» something simllar, That leaves only 5 to 8 years, of
gtaying at home; and if things are tough you can
always do what I attempted; ienore my parents.
' Sticking it out may be tough, but it %akes
‘j) more gute than running away,; after all. They

are doing what they think is best for you
and this ususlly includes putting you
through school. Thet by itself ig worth
staying home for.
/I think we'll only get into trouble 1n
this discussion,...the thing is, no
A two sete of parente are alike, and
VAT no two children are allke. From what
L - 13ttle I know of beth Jane and her
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parents, I expect that she was 100% correct as far as
her own situation went, I was wrong when I sald that
it wouldn't hurt any bright child to stay at home;
she is equally wrong when she says "“flatly™ that any
child who doesn't rebel ageinst neurotic parenta 1s
"ecommitting emotional sulcide". (Make that"any bright
chil1d" and she's still wrong,) My point e that the
bright children who really are belng mentally and
emotionally crippled by their parents are a group of
minute size when compared to the ones who only think
they're being mistreated. Not that this makes them
any less deserving of help, but it means that the
help they get must be welghed carefully to make sure
that it won't damage the larger group. RSC/

SAM MOSKOWITZ, 340 7th, Ave. West, Newark 7, New Jersey
Whether one does or does not like certaln types of
fan magazines is to a large degree subjectlive, though 1%

is possible to acknowledge that a periodical does a first-rate Job in
its area of specialization even if you don't happen to like that par-
ticular zone of emphasis. ;

Bogegs regards Wood's 10 cholces.....as "dull, pretentious, pompous. "
He 15 entitled to his opinlon end possessing my own opinlions I would
question the long-renge idollzstion of some of the titles, though I am
in agreement with what Ed Wood is attempting to do: establish standards
of achievement for modern fan magazlnes to rate themselves against,

But I dislike hypoecrisy and in my opinlon a great deal of it ls dis~
played here merely for the dublous value of winning an argument, Redd
Boggs states: "I wonder if Ed Wood has ever tried to reread any of those
ten fanzines from 1943-52 whose contents, he says 'stand as & stinging
rebuke to the fan magazlne field of today.' I can remember all of them
except SF REVIEW, which title doesn't strike a famlllar chord, And 1
confess I don't feel at all nostslelc about any of them. They were all

retty bad.,"

ﬁegd_ﬁahgs published in 1948 an extraordinarily fine review called
194¢ Fantasy Annual, 120 pages of surveysé and reviews of outstanding
points in every phase of the fantasy field for that year. A survey of
the best fanzines of the year was included and Don Wilson and Redd
Boggs wrote the summaries of the winners, offering thelr own opinion
regarding them. Where there was a dlfference 1in opinion or degree of
opinion they did not hesitate to state so, at least Boggs didn't,

THE FANSUIENT, one of the "dull, pretentious, pompous" bores, came
out first in a fannish survey. Here is what Boggs/Wilson sald about
that publication: "The Fanscient 1s not a fanzlne which bujilds its rep~
utation on a carefully established policy of all bibllographical mater-
1al, all stefnal, no fiction allowed, or the like. In 1ts pages can be
found material ranging from serious artlcles on fantasy stralght
through serious fictlon and poetry down to humor snd satire...Virtually
every artlicle or story it runs is illustrated by s leading artist, of —
ten of professional auality...To sum it up, the PorSFens and Don Day
have presented in this sterling little fenzine a unlique contribution
to the field and one which will take its place as one of the outstand-
ing fan publications in many yesrs, Fanscient 1s a musi for anyone who
is seriously interested in fan publlications," The review took a full
page and no criticism whatsoever is to be found in 1t.
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Here 18 what Boggs/Wilson thought of Fantasy Commentator: ",..Fan-
tasy Commentator is probgbly.the most gerious and scholarly fanzine of
all time...Bach issue of Fantasy Commentator is distinguished by its
amazing quantlty of scholarly and erudite articles on all branches of
fantasy,..Fantasy Commentator is an absolute must for anyone interested
in fantasy 'from a literary viewpoint."

Fantasy Advertiser: "Casually interested borderliners as well as act
Afans will Tind PA of very consliderable lntereet and value." _ _

There 1g not enough space to try to get Boggslan vlews on all the 10
that Wood mentions, but one more magazine deserves special note: That
is the one that Redd Boggs can't remember, Science-Fantasy Review, Dur-
ing the period he was reading it, here's how qull he thought 1t was: "I
am golng to throw editorial caution to the wind here and insert opinlon
Anto this lieting: Wilson thinks the Fantasy Review should have rated
at least 1ln the top three. We must admit, however, that thls magazine
does not, because it is published in England, reach a larse audience,
and also 1t 1s concelvable that many people rate it a semlpro,

"Excuses or not, however, Gillings' Fantasy Review can't be forced
inte a back seat by any. of our current fanzines, or by very many 0ld-
timers..,lts editorial slant is the most mature of any fanzine,"

If Boggs can't even remember a fan magazine that he thought as high-
ly of as the above s8tatements 1indlcate, how well can. we trust his mem-
ory on those he doee remember? If he does actually remember those oth-
ers ag being "dull, pretentious, pompous," I can only ask: "Redd, were
you telling the truth then, or are you telling the truth now?"

There are vogues in fan magazine publishing Jjust as there are in
professional magazines. During the forties and early fifties; there was
a revival of interest in collecting, particularly book collecting. A
number of fan magazines reflected this interest, A group of speciallst
limlted edition fantasy publlshers came into belng followed by the gen-
eral publishers, fannlng this interest. Schalarly esseys, book reviews,
authors biograpbies, bibliograrhies were exclting reading during that
periocd, To decide that magazlnes that ran’fﬁﬁﬁ"f%pe of copy were dull,
Just because that isn't the vogue now, is simply not the fact, The type-
of copy produced then, because it was basic information about the field
tended to have a lasting interest. I have all of those magazlhes /Fan-
tasy Commentator, Sclence-Fantasy Review, "Science Flection Advertiser,
Acolyte, Chanticlar, Bloomington News Letter/ professionally bound as
reference works which I constantly refer to.

Currently, the vogue in fan magazines is different. The fan maga-
zines are more like ong round-robin letter than publications, The few
articles up front are merely fuel to glve the letter writers steam:to
of fer thelr views., You take many of the most popular fan magazihes today
and you find the major focus of interest ln them 1s -the letters column,
Letter columns have never been so long, on the average, as they are in
fan magazines today. Choose your fanzine; Cry of the Nameless, Yandro,
Habbekuk, Viper, Discord, J-D Argassy, Hyphen or G2 and the letters
make up from 25% to 70% of the total content of the magazine,

There 1s a relationship between this fact and FAPA, SAPS and NAPA
where comments asnd comments on comments make up a conservative 70% of
the material in the mallings. Even the professlonale, when they decilde
to talk shop in their own fanzine such as PITFCS run &0% or better let-
ters., : _

There are psychologlcal facts that encourage thla, Fsns have always
been great letter writers and interested in the oplnions of others,




29
freat letier columns existed from the esrliest macazlnes. Letters are
easy to write, You don't have to worry about creanizing your material
nor carefully select your words. You can ramble at will, The casuzlness
of the letter form permits a diplomatic retreat 1f you are wrong,

From the fanzine publisher's standpoint letters are wonderful, They
are his major reward for publlishing. It certalnly isn't profit and it
~hzs been many years since dedlcated men published magazlnes like Fan~

tasy Commentator to actuslly perform a2 Service and add something to the
knowledee of thHe field. Letters assure The fanzine editor that people
Kgare". They are also wonderful for filling space, No worrles gbout get-
ting material. No worries sbout editorial balerce or content, No worri.-
about format or laycut.

For ths readers, letters provide the feeling of "belonging". The in-
formality permits a hairlettlng which can sometimes prove interestiing,
His letter smong them provlides a sense of communlity. While he obtains
the egoboo of appearing in print, he alsc has the pretection of the
herd, coupled in with the other members of the fan community. I% pro-
vides easy conformiby under the pretense of belng indivldualistic
through informality. . - - 17,

Perhaps the &iminution in size and ln interest of the protessional
magazine resGers departments have brought this situation to bear. Per-
haps if 10.pzges in small type were the average readers section in the
average magazine, the emphasis would not be on letiers in the fanzines,
For then, you see, there would be the addltlonal ego and dignity of
print.

Concurrent with this trend there is the beginning of a movement
towards highly speclalized fanzines. "Specialization® 10 or 15 yesrs
ago in a fan magazine usually meant a magazine printed nothing but fic—
tion or nnthinz but. articles or only materisl about the literary side
of the field. Today speclalizetion is highly reflned and usually leans
toward the literary side.

For example: There are two magszines which specialize 1ln Hobert E,
Howard, ..Amrs and The Howard Collector., There are at least two magazines
that speclalize in Burroughs: Erbenla end The Gridley Wave. There 1s =2
fan publlshing house specilallzing 1n booklets about the fentasy of 4,
Conan Doyle, the McCardle Fress, adjunct of The Professor Challenger
Club. There is at least one fan megazine specializing in L. Frank Baum,
The Baum Bugle. The Wellsian in England stresses H. G, Wells material
exclusively, and there are seversl other publications with speclalitles.

No one has any exclusive option on worthwhile material, even worth-
while materlal from the standpoint of reference, but in the long pull,
the speclallzed fanzines are golng to prove immensely more valuable for
one with a serious interest in the field than the letterzines which
possess a more immediate entertalnment index but a more ephemereal one
as well, : _

The decision.to accept or reject what 1s offered l1s a personal one
so I offer no judsements except to say that the easy way cgives the
more immediate satisfaction eznd correctly applled dlsclilpline the more
lasting., Few fan magazlnes seemed more in vVOogue thah Quaniry. when 1t
was in flower, yet at the Seattle conventlon, many fans I spoke to had
never heard of it znd collectors are rarely spotted bidding furiousgly
o possess a set. Yet, 1t was in a very real sense more fun and enter-
tainment during its time than most of the leaders today.

In g debate on the relative merits or lack thereof of 0ld or new
fanzines, let's not try to win arguments by running down something thas
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hae been good enough to stand the test of time. Rather, let's utilize
them as s standard and show 1ln what manner a current magazine ls super-
ior., Fansclent admittedly had the following positive polnts, you might
admit], bat a current effort has even more, and name them.

/It seems like a perceptive comment on fanzine differences. However,
since Redd's adjuratlion to Wood was to re-read the fanzines in question
I fail to see that Redd's opinions circa 1948 are pertinent. Presumably
in the past 14 years Redd has changed his mind about a lot of things...
people do, and 1t's even considered a mark of maturlty in some circles.
Incidentaily, you do have your gall; calling a man a hypocrite and 1m-
plying that he is a liar is sometimes considered libel and defamation
of character. Especially when it's done in print. However, possibly I'm
overly cautious about the subject.

Another point 1s that 1f there was more good ecience flctlon being
published today there might be more fans who wera eerlously interested.
There's nothing as discouraging $o the serious student as reading the
latest IF, RSC/

A/2C THOMAS G. MAYLONE, AF16638932, 4137 Strateglc Wg., SAC, Box 301,
Robins AFB, Oeorgia - I think that Charles Wells 1ls wasting hls time
trying to explain music in the objectlve because 1t is subjective. It
can be described in allegros, codas, minors and G flats., But those
words are flat, ugly even, How can you explein a feeling? Maybe in the
psychological sense: "Mendel tickles my 14." Or: "I like Kabalevsky be-
cause once a kindly old man bought me an lce cream cone while a car
blew its horn during my youth. The two pleasant incldents created a re-
sction, a favorable reaction withln my subconscious, whilch, comblined
with dlrty bathroom towels,..."

THOMAS DILLEY, Box 3042, University Station, Galnesvilie, Florida ~

As is often the case, your lettercolumn seems the most provocatlive sec-
tion of the magazine (though the remainder of the materlial, which is
responsible, ultimately, for the presence of most of the letters, is
not to be minimized).

Fven at this late stage in the pame, I cannot enter the battle over
the Elder Fanzines versus the "modern upshots" with full fervor, being
famillar with only one of the publicatlons on Mr. Woed's 1list, FANTASY
COMMENTATOR, and that only to the extent of flve spotted issues (temp~
orally random and water-spotted both). But I should be willing %o de-
fend to the death that msgazine against any of today's I've yet seen.
¥Yore than that, I am wllling to defend FC at the risk of my pocketbook,
as shown by my having pald an average of #2_.20 per copy for the things,
more than I could ever be induced to shell out for any present publi-
cation, Being a Lovecraft fanatic can do that to a man,

/I've yet to gee any fanzine and damned few prozines that I'd pay A

a copy for. However, I'm not a Lovecraft fanatic; I used to be, but I
outgrew 1t (about the time I re-read some of his stories, as a matter
of fact.....). Tom also commented at length on the objective dlscussion
of music; maybe I'11 publish 1t next lissue, when I have more room and
when maybe I'1) have flgured out what he sald, . RSC/

...-—.—————n—--..—-u-———-—.—_..-—.—-—_—..—-o-»-—--—.—a--——
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In this era of eleectric air conditloning, 1t 1s a proud and lonely
thing to be a fan, _ EAd Bryant, Jr.




	CRUSADERS ALL33

	Asy -	mike decking'er

	DAVE HU LAN-


	zz



